
Dear JOSS members, dear students, 

 

With November slowly falling behind us, we enter the period that is known as winter. Winter 

time is usually accompanied by three weather phenomena. You already had a preview of two 

of these weather phenomena, but when they meet and form the third one, the real fun starts! 

 

I‟m of course talking about these: 

 

Wet, wet, wet. Belgian summer and winter have one thing in common, rain. As you could 

witness yourself a few weeks ago, rain is not uncommon in Belgium. What is uncom-

mon, is that the rain of an entire months falls down in a few days. Normally, it is nice-

ly spread over the whole months (usually around the time you have to bike to or 

from the university). This will not change the coming months, which might change is 

the form of the precipitation: it might occur as hail, rain, freezing rain, sleet or snow. 

 

Cold, colder, coldest. Depending on your place of origin, you might or might not think 

that it‟s cold in winter time. If sub-zero temperatures are business as usual for you, it 

will not be so cold. Otherwise prepare for temperatures even colder than this week! 

A few tips to survive the cold: 1.Don‟t drink antifreeze, it‟s toxic and only work for 

the window wipers of your car. 2. Drink jenever, after a few you want feel the cold 

anymore. 3. Don‟t lick metal objects like bridge rails, you might get stuck! 

 
When 1. and 2. meet, you have reached the holy trifecta of winter time, since wet + free-

zing cold = icey, slippery roads = shutdown of life as we know it in Belgium. Every 

once in a while, it rains/snows while freezing, resulting in slippery roads. Instantly, Bel-

gian drivers forget how to operate their vehicle, resulting in monster traffic jams, clo-

sed airports, huge delays in public transportation, companies that have to close due to 

lack of work force, … For this to happen, we need about half an inch of snow combi-

ned with a temperature slightly below zero. 

 

These weather conditions are part of Belgian culture, so enjoy winter time, it‟s a magical time! 

The best thing to do, is to stay inside and study really hard for the 

January exams! Just kidding, go outside, visit Winterland in Hasselt, go 

ice-skating, drink glüwein/jenever/beer, enjoy a Belgian winter. Now 

go on, and read all about the past Joss activities, including introducti-

on day, jenever feast and bowling! Furthermore, I hope to see you at 

one of our following Joss activities! 

 

Philippe Haldermans 

Your President 
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Introduction day 
By Agnes Natukunda 

 

This is my very earliest memory and luckily it is nothing but my first 

days in Belgium. Though the days have long since passed and I now am 

living a happy life, I won‟t forget the mystery that surrounded every-

thing that was happening. The thought of having to cope with the new 

environment, food, drinks, people made me wonder on whether I 

would catch up with my soon to be new lifestyle. After three days of 

adjusting my new life‟s safety belt, came Thursday 30th September 2010- 

The International Students Introduction Day: What I needed most. 

 

 

The day started with a welcome from the International office.  

Amongst the shared materials were the campus guide, Hasselt and 

Diepenbeek city guide maps, and what about that timely Proximus sim 

card preloaded with 5Eur. At least I could now make calls. After ses-

sions ranging from introduction of staff members and the Master pro-

gram, a practical guide such as bank account opening and registration 

at town hall, it was time for a guided tour around campus. Having sub-

divided ourselves into two groups, we took different ways and visited 

the library („Bibliotheek‟ sounds like a religious place), the cafeteria, the 

classes, stat labs, printing services, drinks/snacks/cash dispensers and a 

lot more which helped most of us familiarise with campus facilities. I 

wish we were also oriented on Hasselt-town, transport system around 

and beyond Hasselt. 
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Then came lunch break and what’s a better place to meet and mingle than at Fitlink? As 

we had ice breaker drinks and snacks, introductions were in order. At least now I could 

not only recognize “familiar” faces, but also could at least associate some with their na-

tionality if not their names. An afternoon session in the auditorium followed where pres-

entations by various student organizations flowed, the catchiest of them being JOSS with 

it having staff members in its leadership, for statisticians and run by statisticians. 

 

To end the day, JOSS had organized for another round of drinks, this time at Health City, 

which was even more exciting because of the ambient interiors and with the now all fa-

miliar faces, I was finally fitting in and feeling at home. Thanks to JOSS, I am now set-

tled and equipped for the academic challenges that Hasselt has to offer. 
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The Jenever Festival  

By José Elibiel Parra 

 

During the weekend of 16 and 17 October, the “Jenever Feesten” 

took place in Hasselt. This is an annually emblematic event where 

you can find all kind of jenever flavors: some fruity,  some of specu-

laas (which is a local speciality), ... Different flavors with one thing in 

common:  all of them are strong!! 

 

We were taken by JOSS to the 

National Jenever Museum in 

the Witte Nonnenstraat, be-

hind the library, to see how Je-

never is distilled.  It is one anci-

ent factory which is remained 

useful through the years.  

 

There was something very inte-

resting in this event: everyone got a free sample! But be careful! 

That is how everything starts. Because, without you realizing it, you 

are singing the Stoopkens songs over and over; having fun with the 

visitors of the feast. I was amazed! Food, jenever and most of all: pe-

ople everywhere! I‟m not used to see this amount of people!  

 

During these two days, people seemed to be more warm, happy 

and welcoming.  Even more than ever!  

 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  



Bowling game 

By Raoul Ouandji 

It finally came to past on Monday the 8th of November 2010 at about 8:30 pm, the 

highly awaited Bowling event organized by the Joint Organization of Statistics 

Scholars (JOSS). After a prompt gathering at the Agoralaan, all the UHasselt statis-

tics community converged at the 

HealthCity near UHasselt campus in 

Diepenbeek where the event took 

place. One could already notice 

some anxiety and enthusiasm on the 

faces and attitudes of each partici-

pant as it was for most of them their 

first Bowling experience. 

 

Participants were required to put on „Bowling shoes‟ at their convenient size and 

to form groups of at most eight in order for the game to be exciting and competi-

tive. The game itself started at about 5:30 pm with the names of each player 

printed on their bowling lane. It took quite some 

trials for many players to notice that the balls had 

various weights as they had on average about 5 

bottles shots in their first two series of play. Then 

the game became more interesting and entertain-

ing as it evolved, most especially after members 

had taken a drink offered by JOSS. 
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Bowling game (continued) 

It was obvious that those who were somehow familiar with the game such 

as the JOSS president obtained high scores. The girls also seemed to target 

better than the guys as most of them were leading in their groups. Unfor-

tunately the show ended at about 7:30 pm and the players went home af-

ter collecting their shoes and returning the Bowling shoes. The PhD stu-

dents were not satisfied and decided to extrapolate the event by paying for 

two extra games for those who stayed. A first year student distinguished 

himself in one of the groups as he 

stroke all the pins in almost all his 

shots obtaining a score of about 

130 in total. The rest went home 

at about 8:30 and one could indeed 

notice that Bowling skills are not 

solely dependent on the amount of 

games played, but girls did better 

than the guys on average. 

One cannot fail to recognize the 

fact that everyone enjoyed him or 

herself during the games and that the aim of the event which was to bring 

together and reduce the stress from the statistics students was attained 

„almost surely‟. THANKS to JOSS for organizing such events which bring 

the UHAsselt statistics community together and promote conviviality. Each 

and every student (most especially those who didn‟t participate in the 

Bowling) is now looking forward to the next event on JOSS‟ schedule.  
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Bowling game: Aftermath 

Ok, so you guys will be statisticians soon, so here we present some of the summary statis-

tics on the Bowling game (next page).  The sample size was quite large, with 46 attendants 

showing up! The mean (89) and median (86) were laying relatively close to eachother,  and 

yes, we statisticians love that!!! 

But in contrary to regular statistics which is based on means and variances, the field of 

„Bowling Statistics‟ is special, very special… We mainly look at the maximum score, we 

want those crazy outliers which are thrown by the top players of the day… 

And well, it was a very special day: Since the beginning of time, our president, Philippe „El 

Maestro‟ Haldermans threw one record after another. He won practically every Bowling 

game that could be won...BUT.. there‟s a 200 year old legend that states that once a new 

leader would arise… Indeed, this year,  the time had come… 

The time had come for a new leader to lead the way for his 

bowling ball throwing people. Word on the street is that HE 

killed 3 lions with his bare hands,  that at the age of 3, he al-

ready threw 7 strikes in a row, well, the legend even states 

that he can divide by zero… Fact is that he threw the maxi-

mum score of 170 and beat Philippe… 

And his name is Thomas Neyens… 

 

Reaction from the president: 

 

Every self-respecting statistician knows that a sample of size 1 is unin-

formative. Therefore, it is good to focus on the second game as well. 

In this second game the president totally obliverated the wannabe king 

with more than 50 points difference. Word is, the wannabe ran out 

crying in shame! It is good to be king! 

 

PS: Everybody knows the way to become the new king is beat the reig-

ning king in a drink-off at the jenever feast! 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  
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Minimum 42 

Maximum 170 

Number of players 46 

Mean 89.41 

Median 85.50 

Bowling game Aftermath 
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Statistics  Before and After Meal 
 

In the beginning was statistics. Statistics, together with mathematics, became wisdom and 

dwelt among the living. (Pythagora-plimpton 322-Papyrus). Statistics brought civilisation.  

When early men wondered up and down for food, they could judge and conclude that 

settlement (first born of civilisation) would yield them more food. 

 

Statistics brought about politics. People could evaluate their leaders based on their suf-

ferings and needs. They regress to the roots of problems/weakness of the leaders. In his 

idea of democracy, after a statistical analysis of different societies, Abraham Lincoln 

meant: A government should be that whereby the people will, amongst themselves, take 

statistics of their moral, health, social, mental and leadership levels.  

The one with the highest “mean” shall be made their leader. This process will be continu-

ous. At any point in time a leader, which has a lower “mean” compared to others, shall be 

replaced. “Government of the people, for the people and by the people.” That is: We choose a 

leader. He leads us. We analyse him (statisically). 

 

Statistics was the first to give God satisfaction, and even preached Christianity. In fact, 

when God created the world, every end of day he did some statistical analysis with null 

hypothesis Ho: Creation=Design against Ha: Creation ≠ Design. He had a p-value of “1”, 

which means that the work was perfect and he concluded that “It was Good” (Gens 1:1-

31) 

Every human being, after a proper statistical analysis of one‟s moral/spiritual self, will have 

to repent his sins. “For all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God.” (Romans 

2:23) In the statistical parlance: “All models are wrong, but some are useful.” (George 

E .P. Box) 

 

And so, as Isaac Newton said “For every action, there is an equal but opposite reaction”, 

this writer says: “For every change, there is an equal and direct statistical analysis.”  

 

By Atanga Marcelius 
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Did you know... 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

JOSS-ACTIVITIES during the year 

 End of Exams Party - January  

 City trip to Keulen - February 

 Ice skating - March 

 Movie night 

 BBQ 

 … 

Suggestions from the students are highly appreciated :) 

 

We are also searching for other students to write about their 

experiences in Belgium, on school, special thought, anything that 

you want to show to the others via the „Students talk‟ page! 

 

Keep in your mind! 

 

 The first World Statistics day was celebrated on Oc-

tober 20, 2010. 

 In November, Aileen (Qi Zhu) successfully defended 

her PhD-thesis.   

 



Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1  

3590 Diepenbeek 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Joint Organization of 

Statistics Scholars 

Web:  

http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/ 

student/alumni/default.asp 

JOSS 
Item Collection of Censtat 

 

I can give you warmth, I'm round and I have one ear (that 

gets pulled a lot). 

Yep, I'm the JOSS coffee mug. 

You can use me to drink 

something, to show off with 

the nice "CENSTAT" logo on 

my belly, or just as a souvenir 

of your nice stay in Belgium. 

And this for only 5 euro. 

So, if you want to buy me, 

please hurry to Emanuele, 

room H10, I will be waiting 

for you.  

 

 

The printed CenStat t-

shirts with the CenStat 

logo and "Ten reasons to 

be a Statistician" are now 

available. For a very 

cheap price of 12 euro's, 

you can avail of a high 

quality tee, and, not to 

mention, a nice souvenir 

from your days at UHas-

selt. You can purchase 

your t-shirt at room H10  

http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/student/alumni/default.asp
http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/student/alumni/default.asp

